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His dream e,omestrue
\\ 'hen he came to the Bronx trom his na[ve Puerto

Rico. 1G5'ear-old Hirane Rodriguez said he "3ust wanted
to l ive the --l,merican dream-to own my own business
and pror , ' ide tbr  my' f in i ly . "

ToCay, Rodriguez rs to receive lhe crt5' 's f irst-ever His-
panrc Hentage Business,\ward, to be presented by -\Iay-

or itoch at a recep-
t i o n  a t  G r a c i e
\ lansion commem-
o r a t i n g  H i s p a n i c
lleritage Week

R o d r i g u e z  i s
p r e s i d e n t  o f  L a
Itosa del \lonte Lx-
press Inc. ,  a  moving
and storage busr-
ness at l l35 Tiffany
SL,  near  Southern
B  l vd .  and  \ \ ' es t -
chester Ave. Since
1970, he has operat-
ed h is  company in
the  Sou th  B ronx .
wi th branches in
Puerto Rico, L1iaml

tilram noarrquoz- 1l-d -clt-""8-o' -ilployrng more lnan
160 persons and operating 60 vehicles. -:-.. '

]Iarned and rhe tather ot four chrldren, r+it i one more
on the way. Rodriguez said that he sunb4$e business
in 19?0, atler gaining erperience inranot[er moving
company rn the Bronx tiom 1967 to 196trilterworli, he
alte ndl'd \lerc1' Co I lege's Bronx campus. r*i -.

"I alrva5s rvanred so-niet-hing for mf ietr- t idr'aiO. "Xe*
York Crry and the Bronx ollcred mc that &pfirtuniry."

His main business is  mor,  ing farn i l r " -s  to and horn Nerv
Yort  and Pueno l l . ico.

The award,  annclunced by Commissioner  Gary Kesne r
of  the cr ty 's  Ot l ice of  lJusrness Dcvelopment  and Depury
l la5or  Ala i r  Tounsend,  rccognires l todr iguez 's  accom-
pl ishmc-ns and achrercnlenls  i is  one of  the c iqy out-
standing Hispanic entmpreneurs. Xesner said, "Rodri-
g i re-  and hrs company symbol ize the success of  the
l l ispanrc busjness contn lunr ty  and the '  heat tb of  tbe
ovcra l l  businr 'ss c l lnrate ln  n*cw Yort  Ci ry . "

To*nsend said,  "Cro ' .vrug businesscs such as La Rosa
del  ] lonte Erpress are rvhat  the c l r r* 's  economic develop-
nrt'nt et-lbrt.s are all abou[-thrtvrng contp:rnies through.
out  t IL-  l ive borou;hs."

l lodrigucr siird ti: ir i l :c. tecls very happy that someone
"t i r r i i lS '  rs  rec 'o1l i i i lu : .1  t ' : t ! ' r t l lb l ' t - i  : 'nd J i : i rd  wort r  I t  could
b f  ; ! l  c \ r i ) . [ ) l t ,  l w r  , , . ' l : . r ' : :  l r i  l ' . r l l t . r r '  "  -  J o h n  L e  w i S




